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FOREWORD
The neoliberal economic framework of globalization that reigns
supreme today, is set up to further disenfranchise the powerless
and wholly benefit the powerful: it is one that ensures that the
bottom billion stays at the bottom, so that the poor get poorer
and the rich can get richer. As Mandela once famously said,
‘Poverty is not an accident. Like slavery and apartheid, it is manmade and can be removed by the actions of human beings.’ In
‘Why Africa Is Still Poor’, Enagi provides a thought provoking analysis regarding the macro-economic and micro-economic state of
Sub Saharan Africa – ‘the bottom billion’.
From Africa’s unsustainable interest-high debt trap and neoliberal economic policies imposed by the
West, the bottom billion has had a proverbial noose tied around its neck.
Combine this with the corruption of governments and the continued exploitation of resources by transnational corporations; it becomes clear that extreme poverty in Africa is indeed not an accident. One
must also recognize the repercussions of colonialism and all of its brutality that wreaked havoc on the
continent for generations. After having its resources finely combed and shipped off to the benefit of the
West, its borders artificially divided and conflicting tribes combined, forced to live under the jurisdiction
of a colonially imposed government, economic peril and conflict is rife. Still to this day, Africa remains
vulnerable to the global imperialist agendas that shackle the continent.
In the modern era, colonialism takes on a new face. Instead of a coercive army, the developed world, now
including China, uses a much more clandestine apparatus for exerting control. From unfair trade schemes,
the underpayment of exported commodities and the privatization of industry – often wrapped up in the
name of interest-high debt repayments, Western-imposed neoliberal economic policies continue to reap
the fruits of Africa’s fine resources.
Although the West has made substantial improvement in regard to debt cancellation for the world’s
poorest countries, the damage caused by these global economic policies juxtaposes the capitalist rhetoric
marketed to the world. From generations of colonialism to the imperialist agendas of globalization today,
it is fair to say that the ‘third world’ has actually been financing the ‘first world’. Like extreme poverty, the
extreme wealth of the North is also not an accident; it has only been made possible by standing on the
bruised shoulders of the South for generations.
Contrary to the myth of ‘the trickle down effect’, neoliberalism has coincided with significant statistical
increases in inequality within African nations. Enagi outlines this statistical increase in both rural and urban
poverty levels throughout Africa, highlighting the failure of the Millennium Development Goals.
SPECULUM UNIVERSALIS | CNRJ-International Special Edition on Development Studies| www.cnrj.org | October 2015 | 3

SPECULUM UNIVERSALIS
The three pillars of Western neo-liberalism – the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, and the
World Trade Organization, coupled with the free market reign of transnational corporations and corrupt
governments, are key culprits for the modern crisis in Africa. Violent conflict is also one of the main obstacles stalling progression in African countries. And as Enagi outlines, poverty is one of the main driving
forces for youth contributing to such conflict. Poverty and violence feed each other, as do the five permanent members of the United Nations that paradoxically sell most of the arms to these nations.
Although reasoning is popularly and conveniently placed on conflict, disease, corruption, lack of education
and unsustainable birth rates due to women’s disempowerment, these issues must be addressed in conjunction with the aforementioned economic paradigm.
Ironically, the paradigm that has exacerbated poverty, also has the potential to solve it – globalization. If
fair trade schemes are met and corporations are held accountable for exploitation, coupled with transparent systems of governance, rectified economic policies and the complete cancellation of debt, globalization has the potential to unearth the bottom billion from poverty and increase productivity around the
world. By addressing the anarchic nature of globalization, it is these measures that ought to be made in
order for the Millennium Development Goals to ever come to fruition. In conjunction, as Enagi argues,
the World Bank/ UNODC Stolen asset recovery initiative (StAR) will potentially be instrumental in the
highly indebted poor countries (HIPC) initiative of the OPEC-FUND, acting as a crucial pillar for the actualization of the UN Post-2015 agenda.
While global inequalities are increasing, the potential for positive social change is strong. We live in a generation where communities of people are analyzing the underlying reasons behind growing inequalities,
and are eager to do something about it. Social movements that challenge the global status quo are increasing around the world.
The Internet is fostering an unprecedented exchange of information, which is aiding the dissemination of
the truth amidst the mass media’s quagmire of misinformation.
Consumers are utilizing purchasing power to encourage fair trade, combat global poverty and reinforce
corporate social responsibility. A revolutionary new generation is forming; one that recognizes not only
the responsibility but also the absolute necessity to ensure that another world is possible.
Christel Cornilsen
Los Angeles, United State
October, 2015
Christel Cornilsen is a documentary filmmaker and writer dedicated to socially conscious storytelling and content that translates into positive social change. Originally from Australia, Christel is based in the United States and
has traveled extensively throughout Africa and India, working with human rights organizations. She holds a degree
in Communications: Writing & Politics from the University of Technology Sydney, where she was awarded the UTS
Human Rights Award, and further studied International Journalism and Documentary Film at the University of
Westminster in London.
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HOW THE IDEA CAME ABOUT : A PROLOGUE
I once paid a courtesy visit to a friend Abdullahi Balarabe, living in thesame street with former Nigeria
Vice President, Arc. Namadi Sambo in Kaduna State, Nigeria. While waiting in the cab, the security guard
went inside the apartment to give him a call; to keep myself busy, I picked up my Blackberry iPad and login
into my Email account to see whether I have something new. I saw an awe-inspiring letter with the title
"DEMANDING". The letter reads:
Hi Saidu,
I’m Sipho. I’m an African citizen. And this year I’m going to be more demanding. Will you join
me?
I’ve been part of the movement to end extreme poverty for a long time, and don’t get me wrong,
we have a lot to celebrate. We’ve helped cut global poverty in half.
But if you’re like me, it’s not just about the numbers, it’s about the people who are fighting with
all their strength to escape the devastating poverty they happen to have been born into.
It’s the mother seeing all her children immunised against deadly but preventable diseases. It’s the
father expanding his small business because reliable electricity has boosted profits. It’s the 15 year
old girl proudly holding her exam results, one step closer to her dream job as a policewoman.
But I want more. While millions of people are building better lives, others are still struggling. Until
every person gets a fair shot at life, no matter where they are born, I’m demanding our leaders do
better.
This year is unique - world leaders are making a new global poverty plan and if it’s really, really
great, we could end extreme poverty for good. Along with an impressive group of partners – called
action/2015 - we’re asking you to do more and demand better.
There’s never been a bigger moment for our movement. And we’ve never needed you more.
This is my personal pledge. Join me and make yours now.
Thank you,
Dr. Sipho S. Moyo, Africa Executive Director, ONE.org
January, 21, 2015.
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I posed for a moment and start thinking about how to contribute a quota to Moyo's idea, already I am in
the struggle to end poverty, but her letter was a 'bombshell'. An idea came to me after reading a compelling literature on poverty and develoment, "Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity, and
Poverty (2013) by Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson". Some paragraphs in the book ignited a
spirit in me- on the state of poverty in africa and why we should do what we need to do. Some excerpts:
"If you instead make a list of the poorest thirty countries in the world today, you will find almost
all of them in Sub-saharan Africa. They are joined by countries such as Afghanistan, Haiti, and
Nepal, which, though not in Africa, all share something critical with Africa nations.... If you went
back fifty years, the countries in the top and bottom thirty wouldn't be greatly different". Pp45
"Tropical diseases obviously cause much suffering and high rates of infant mortality in Africa, but
they are not the reason Africa is poor.
Disease is largely a consequences of poverty and of governments being unable or unwilling to undertake the public health measures necessary to eradicate them. England in the nineteenth century was also a very unhealthy place, but the government gradually invested in clean water, in the
proper treatment of sewage and, eventually, in an effective health service, Improved health and
life expectancy were not the cause of England's economic success but one of the fruit of its previous political and economic changes". Pp51
The paragraphs are thought-provoking, I passionately believe that, if the 'old Africa' is poor because it had
no modern infrastructure and technology to drive the economy and make life worth living for all and sundry; the 21st century Africa suppose librate itself from the shackles and obstacles of under-development,
give the people a sense of purpose and conscience to be a happy humanity.
But today, the problems the new Africa is facing are new, most of this problems are a by-product of corruption and bad leadership. For example, it is obvious to those who pay special attention to global details,
that too many 'big debts' has crippled the economy and slow down the pace of development in most African countries. Scholars in Development Economics told us that, loans either long or short term suppose
cushion deficit in development, but on the contrary some African leaders borrow to enrich themselves,
cronies and families, without really solving the problem(s) the loan was made for.
"It has taken several crises and recessions to effect change, since the late 1990s more and more developed nations have demonstrated their desire to discard outdated concepts of growth and development and attempted to
trace new paths with a view to triggering a new dynamism in the world economy. An inhibiting factor to the
new dynamism, however, is the growing debt burden of developing countries. An issue that has occupied center-stage in recent international gatherings, it remains a major constraint on developing countries’ economic growth"
Y. Seyyid Abdullai (2000) Former OFID Director General
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Looking into the future of Africa, from people to society, down to government and institutions, the twilight of hope and the responsibility of giving Africa a fresh air of an inclusive democracy rest in everyone
of us. It is a plausible enterprise if only we can reform those bad political behaviours that make development a difficult issue.
When political leaders are honest and sincere, the impact will protect the country from rent-seekers taking control of the economy.
"In Africa, we see a continent rich in resources and potential, and we believe in its right to a prosperous future. If
what we are witnessing is indeed a nascent renaissance, we are there, as we always have been, to help the new
Africa grow"
OFID Quartely Publication. April, 2013 Edition titled, "Africa Rising"
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ABBREVIATIONS
ADF- Allied Democratic Forces
AfDB - Africa Development Bank
ASAP - Academics Stand Against Poverty
AU - African Union
CAR - Central Africa Republic
CSAE - Center for the Study of Africa Economies
ECCAS - Economic Community of Central African States
EITI - Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative
FARC- Armed Forces of the Democratic Republic of Congo
FDLR- Democratic Forces For The Liberation of Rwanda
GECF - Gas Exporting Countries Forum
GOT-FUND- Good Governance Transformation Fund
GDP - Gross Domestic Product
GNI - Gross National Income
G8- Group of 8 or Group (8)
HIPC - Highly Indebted Poor Countries
HDI - Human Development Index
IBRD - International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
IDA - Institute for Development Assistance
IS - Islamic State
LRA- Lord's Resistance Army
MDGs - Millennium Development Goals
OCHA - Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
OECD - Organization for Economic Cooporation and Development
OFID - OPEC Fund For International Development
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OPEC - Organisation of Petroleum Exporting Countries
StAR - Stolen Asset Recovery Initiative
SPLA- Sudan Peoples Liberation Army
TFG- Transitional Federal Government
UNCAC- United Nations Convention Against Corruption
UNHCR - United Nations High Commission for Refugees
UNICEF - United Nations Children Fund
UNODC - United Nations Office on Drugs on Crime
UNSOME - United Nations Assistance Mission in Somalia
WHO - World Health Organization
ZIMBANK - Zimbabwe Banking Corporation
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ABSTRACT
Africa did not came into existance by accident, neither nor it is a by-product of theoretical or empirical
experimentation on the origin of state by any philosopher from Cicero to Weber, down to Chomsky
and Fukuyama. The end of colonialism suppose stand pole-high as a rainbow signpost for the perpetual
flourishing of material, political and spiritual happiness, but on the contrary, the fall of colonialism gave
Africa the powers of self-determination to re-colonize itself to the futile detriments of its own people. A
state of nationhood and despair that spur the outburst of anti-colonial and Pan-Africanism literature from
politicians and scholar-activist like Frantz Fanon, Amilcar Cabral, W.E.B DuBois, Kwame Nkurumah, Walter and Albertina Sisulu, Gebreyesus Hailu, Senator Nwafor Orizu, eminent author of, "Liberty or Chains:
Africa Must Be (1994)" not to mention but a few.
Alas, since the creation of the United Nations till date, Africa is still struggling tirelessly to re-write its history so as to be free from the shackles of underdevelopment; poverty, violence, disease, famine, resource
conflict, class war and military despotism.
Africa is still poor because it is locked in a debt trap, the soaring scale of its debt profile has made even
the global compact to end poverty in Africa a difficult project, coupled with the problem of corrupt leaders involvement in criminal money laundering and illicit trans-continental financial transactions. The fate of
the African state has became virtually a black-hole to its own people. But we cannot continue to rest on
the oars of fatalism or helplessly stand aloof that nothing can be done. Africa is not a political tradegy; we
can get out of the woods and even choose a better history for the generation yet unborn.
The aim of this policy advocacy research paper is divided into two facets. 1- To re-examine the true
causes of poverty in Africa and why several effort to institutionalizes visible development has remain a
frustrating vicious circle, 2- To re-define the role of OPEC Fund for International Development (OFID) in
championing a honest course for the socio-economic transformation of contemporary Africa.
KEYWORDS: Africa, Debt, HIPC, OFID, Poverty, Sharing, Stolen Assets, UNODC, World Bank.
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INTRODUCTION
Despite its resource abundance, Africa is still poor, because the forces that are resisting change, lives
within. A state cannot be free and powerful to witness meaningful and visible development except when
the will and ability to do so is in the character of the people.
In one of its editions, The Africa Progress Panel (2013) Speaking Truth to Africa Power" noted that, in
Africa, 'Social protection systems are underdeveloped (and) when drought or sickness strikes, the poorest and most vulnerable have no safety net to support them. Low-income parents are forced to sell productive assets, cut nutrition and take children out of school, perpetuating the cycle of poverty.
It is crystal clear, that, Africa need to establish a culture for good governance in both public and private
institutions, so as to actualize those cluster of goals for economic or socio-political transformation. Despite adequate resources and manpower at its disposal, the government alone cannot work it out, there
must be a consensus for the actualization of this transformation and emancipation; a synergy of purpose
that will be a true becon of change, hope and shared prosperity.
"We have never relinquished our skepticism of central authority, nor have we succumbed to the fiction that all
society's ill can be cured by government alone. Our celebration of initiative and enterprise, our insistence on the
hardwork and personal responsibility, these are constant in our character. We have always understood that when
time change, so must we; that fidelity to our founding principles, requires new responses to new challenges"
Senator Barack Obama, at the 57th Presidential Inauguration in Washington, 21 January 2013.

Analysing poverty matters in some African countries, World Bank economist Victoria Monchuck (2014)
in her "Reducing Poverty and Investing in People: The New Role of Safety Nets in Africa", asserts
that, The most common shocks affecting poor and vulnerable people in Mozambique, Cameroon, Tanzania and Madagascar are environmental shocks (such as droughts, floods, and infestations) and individual
shocks (such as the illness or death of a family member). In Togo, as a result of devastating rains in 2006
and the rise in food and fuel prices in 2007, more than 13 percent of all households in the northern Savane region fell into severe food insecurity and over half of all households (300,000 people) were at risk
of losing their livelihoods in the Savane, Kara, and Plateaux regions.
Even the corrupt leaders in Africa past and present knew it well that, Africa need responsible leadership
to guarantee sustainable development, they knew that, Africa cannot grow when corrupt leaders plunder
the economy, subvert civil rights, antagonize its foreign relations with other countries. Stolen assets and
corrupt political dispensations are the key issues world leaders need to help Africa tackle, a successful
task will end that bitter story of poverty, disease, hunger, ethnic grievances, rigged elections, transnational
terrorism and militia insurgency.

SPECULUM UNIVERSALIS | CNRJ-International Special Edition on Development Studies| www.cnrj.org | October 2015 |12

SPECULUM UNIVERSALIS
"To understand world inequality we have to understand why some societies are organized in very inefficient and
socially undesirable ways. Nations sometimes do manage to adopt efficient institutions and achieve prosperity, but
alas, these are the rare cases. Most economist and policymakers have focused on "getting it right," while what is
needed is an explanation for why poor nations "get it wrong"
Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson (2013) Why Nations Fail:
The Origins of Power, Prosperity and Poverty
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THE 'PAUL-COLLIER' EFFECT: WARS, GUNS,VOTES: DEMOCRACY IN
DANGEROUS PLACES
These days no self-respecting government wants to present itself on the world stage without the legitimacy of a democratic mantle. Elections are now de rigueur, even if many a despot rejects the idea of actually abiding by voter preferences.
When Paul Collier, professor of economics at Oxford University, publishes something, it invariably contains some very important ideas.
His book, 'Wars, Guns, Votes: Democracy in Dangerous Places (2009),
gave a background analysis why insecurity in polity, violence and corrupt
leadership are among the simple reasons why Africa is still poor, why development is hindered by multi-dimentional and over-lapping factors, from political to economic and social.

In the poor world, elections often seem to be accompanied by violence, civil war or worse. These ballots
not only precipitated killing and maiming; the violence also seemed to discredit democracy itself. (Roth, K.
2009, Glenny,M. 2009, The Economist, 2009, Diplomatic Discourse, 2012).
Expert in international security and regional integration, the Armed Conflict Location and Event Data
Project (2015) figure out a big picture of the Africa civil and political conflict. Since the beginning of 2015,
according to the report, numerous offensives have been launched by the Armed Forces of the Democratc
Republic of Congo (FARDC).
These include operations against Rwandan FDLR rebels in North and South Kivu and Katanga, Ugandan
ADF rebels in the areas north of the town of Beni (which has been the site of frequent attacks on civilians).
On the 12th May 2015, groups affliated with the Islamic State (IS)
appeared to have crept into Benghazi, joining the fight against the
Libya National Army and General Khalifah Hafar’s forces.
Elsewhere on the continent, Burundi experienced unprecedented
levels of riots and protests in reaction to President Nkurunziza’s
third term bid, territorial clashes between the SPLA and rebel forces
continued in South-Sudan, xenophobic violence in South Africa, violent Islamist-related actvity in Tanzania,
LRA and ADF patterns of actvity in Uganda and the surrounding Central African region, politcal factonalism and electoral violence in Zimbabwe.
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South-Sudan: Internal Political Fragmentation
Many low-income countries are periodically beset by political violence.
Since the fall of the Soviet Union the dominant international strategy
for promoting peace in these societies has been democracy. The rationale for this strategy, over and above the intrinsic desirability of
democracy, is that by making the government more accountable, citizens will have less cause for violent opposition.The most obvious difficulty which a government faces in counter-insurgency is getting its army to fight. People prefer not to risk
getting killed.
South-Sudan was created with the crude forces of internal political fragmentation, gained independence
from Sudan in July 2011 as the outcome of a 2005 peace deal that ended Africa's longest-running civil war.
Between 1983 and 2005, around 2 million people died and several million were displaced. An overwhelming majority of South Sudanese voted in a January 2011 referendum to secede and become Africa's first
new country since Eritrea split from Ethiopia in 1993.
The young state plunged into crisis in December 2013 amid a power struggle between the president and
his deputy whom he had sacked. Fighting between government troops and rebel factions erupted, and
within weeks the conflict had killed thousands and prompted more than 800,000 to flee their homes.
South Sudan had a UN-coordinated appeal of US$1.1 billion, of which 72% of requirements were met. It
had a Crisis Response Plan in 2014, requesting US$1.8 billion (as of November 2014).
There was also a South Sudan Regional Response Plan in 2014 requesting US$658 million. (BBC 2015,
The Guardian 2014, Global Humanitarian Assistance, 2012).
Justine Fleischner and Akshaya Kumar (2014) in a research paper under the auspices of The Enough Project, asserts that, six months into the civil war in South Sudan, the crisis continues to intensify despite
peace overtures made far away from the front lines in the Ethiopian capital of Addis Ababa. A fragile
peace agreement was later signed between President Salva Kiir and former Vice President turned rebel
leader, Dr. Riek Machar.
What began as a political power struggle between two leaders and the factions and interests they represent has torn the new nation apart and threatens broader regional stability.
Organized targeted mass killings and sexual violence against women and girls based on their ethnicity, as
well as the deliberate obstruction of humanitarian assistance, have deepened the dividing lines between
communities, many of which are recovering from nearly half a century of civil war. The death toll is unknown, with an early estimate of 10,000.
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Over one million people have been displaced, including around 95,000 who have sought refuge on U.N.
bases across the country.
The philosophy of democracy as a system of government has re-shaped the thinking of the citizenry especially in developed-nations, towards the meaning of national unity, economic diplomacy and political integration.
Democracy allow people with parallel party-political affiliation and ideology to unite in order to move the
country forword, transform the economy, consolidate national security and reposition the nation's reputation before the international community.
But this has become a difficult palaver in Africa due to the incessant conflict over space, resources and
power. When already in problems like this, it is only when we know why we get it wrong, then we can be
able to know how to get it right.
The United State is a good example; leaders tend to bury their differences so as to forge a consensus for
national development after electoral 'battles'.
On different occasions President Barack Obama of the United States (winner of the 2009 Nobel Peace
Prize) advocate for political unity and mutual understanding among the active political class in America.
Such political behaviour can go a long way in solving some of the bitter grievances between conflicting political entities.
"Politics doesn't have to divide us on this anymore- we can work together to keep our country safe. I've worked
with Republican Senator Dick Lugar to pass a law that will secure and destroy some of the world's deadliest, unguarded weapons"
Presidential Candidacy Announcement Speech, Springfield, Illinois. February 10th, 2007

"We are a nation of Christians and Muslims, Jews and Hindus- and non-believers. We are shaped by every language and culture, drawn from every end of this Earth; and because we have tasted the bitter swill of civil war and
segregation, and emerged from the dark chapter stronger and more united, we cannot help but believe that the
old hatreds shall someday pass; that the lines of tribe shall soon dissolve; that as the world grows smaller, our common humanity shall reveal itself"
First Presidential Inaugural Address, U.S Capitol, Washington, DC, January 20th, 2009

"On every issue, the choice you face won't be just between two candidates or two parties. It will be a choice between two different paths for America. A choice between two fundamentally different vision for the future"
Acceptance Speech as Presidential Candidate at the 2012 Democratic Party National Convention, September
7th, 2012

"We have never been a collection of Red States and Blue States: we are, and always be, United States of America"
2008 Presidential Election Victory Speech Grant Park, Chicago, Illinois. Nov. 8th, 2009

SPECULUM UNIVERSALIS | CNRJ-International Special Edition on Development Studies| www.cnrj.org | October 2015 |16

SPECULUM UNIVERSALIS
Libya: After Kaddafi
The Italians supplanted the Ottoman Turks in the area around Tripoli
in 1911 and did not relinquish their hold until 1943 when defeated in
World War II. Libya then passed to UN administration and achieved
independence in 1951. Following a 1969 military coup, Col. Muammar
al-QADHAFI assumed leadership and began to espouse his political
system at home, which was a combination of socialism and Islam.
When oil was discovered below Libyan Desert by a survey commissioned by the United Nations. loads of
oil companies were given the permission to explore Libyan soil. There were some advantages exploring
Libyan soil: the pipelines to transport the oil did not have to cross any countries or be shipped through
the Suez Canal or around the Cape of Good Hope.
In 1955, some foreign experts chosen by the United Nations drew up
the Libyan Petroleum Act: the aim was that of rendering Libya independent from the power of the Seven Sisters. They are the leading oil-market
companies; at that time they were the Royal Dutch Shell, Standard Oil
of New Jersey, Anglo-Persian Oil, Standard Oil of California, Standard
Oil of New York, Texas Company and Gulf Oil; all together, they form a
cartel.
Libya needed the Seven Sisters' support in order to develop the oil sector. On the other hand, it did not
want to see its oil sector controlled by them. The oil-bearing regions were divided into eighty-four concessions. The companies could make an offer separately for each concession, restricting the number allowed to do it at one company (KPMG, 2013, Di Laurea 2012).
The tashrukiyya system aimed to encourage the small-scale private sector to participate in retail trade,
service and light industries as means of overcoming the inefficiency in these industries (Meliha, 1996). In
industrial sector, for example, 102 public firms had been turned over into tashrukiyya form and 10233
new private firms were established (the Ministry of Industry, 1992). In the early 1990s, Libya was not only
suffering from the effects of international economic sanctions but a drop in oil prices was placing a huge
strain on the Libyan state‟s ability to finance its inefficient public sector (Otman, 2007).
To withstand this, the government went further and adopted its second economic reform program. It introduced the concept of sharika musahima, joint-stock company, which allowed private companies to
open foreign currency accounts and to import equipment (Vandewalle, 1998). In 2003, the Libyan government prepared a large scale privatisation program, al tamleek. It is described as a program of broadening
the ownership base through encouraging residents to own the public firms in order to avoid concentrated
ownership.(Alafin and Bruijn 2009)
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Libya has experienced a radical transformation of its political system, with significant social and economic
changes in state and society.
As the current context remains fluid, understanding the new Libyan political economy is fraught with difficulty and uncertainty: which factors from Libyan history – old and recent – are still relevant, and what is
new?
This rapid review of the literature identified a limited rigorous evidence base on these questions. Frequently mentioned aspects of the political economy of Libya after the Qadhafi regime are:
1- Libya lacks a stable, unified and inclusive state.
Qadhafi had deliberately weakened the state and any social institutions that could have been a counterweight to the power of his regime. He had institutionalised government through informal rule by a small
elite, wielding both oil-funded patronage and repression. (E. Combaz, GSDRC Helpdesk Research 2014).
2- Moving forward with economic reforms will be difficult, however, until the security situation is brought under control and the political system gains in legitimacy.
Provided it does not collapse into another all-out civil war, Libyans will enjoy a fairly high level of income
for a post-confict state on account of its energy resources. Most of the jobs for Libyans that would be
generated by increased investments in infrastructure would be on the services side: finance, telecommunications, architecture and design, etc. The postwar government has taken some steps toward reform, including relaxing some restrictions on currency convertibility and opening some opportunities for the private sector (C. S. Chivvis & J. Martini, RAND Corpration, 2014).
3- Militias have grown rapidly because they offer employment and better financial opportunities than working for the state or private industry.
Some estimates suggest that only 30% of the fighters in these groups actually fought in the war, and the
rest joined at some point in the weeks, months, and years following the revolution. Unemployment in
Libya is high and there are few economic opportunities available, especially for youth. Monthly salaries
for a colonel in the Libyan army are approximately 1000 dinars (approximately $800 USD),
whereas a militia member can earn around 1900 dinars ($1500 USD). Instead of choosing between two options, many (among the militias) simply register for multiple armed groups and collect multiple salaries (A. Sohn & J. Froude, The Elliot School of International Affairs, 2014).
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Somalia: Violence, Notorious Militias, and a Bloated National Security
Anger and frustration is compounded by a sense of injustice. When
the gap between rich and poor is vast, the impoverished majority are
more likely to consider their situation as a function of either indifference or criminality by those controlling the wealth (Develop Economies, 2012). On 29 October 2014, Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon
visited Mogadishu, along with World Bank President Dr. Jim Kim and
senior representatives of the African Development Bank, African Union, European Union and Islamic Development Bank. The delegation met with President Hassan Sheikh
Mohamud, Prime Minister Abdiweli Sheikh Ahmed and Parliament Speaker Mohamed Osman Jawari.
In his public speech, Ban emphasised linkages between security and development, particularly the importance of public service delivery and strengthening government institutions.
Somalia received considerable international attention during 2013, with the Somalia Conference in London in May, co-hosted by the UK and Federal Government of Somalia, and the Brussels Conference on
Somalia in September, co-hosted by the EU and Federal Government. These conferences delivered action
plans for Somalia’s new armed forces, police forces, justice system, and financial management; and in Brussels a New Deal Compact was agreed between Somalia, its regions, its parliament and the international
community. In total, donors pledged over £1.8 billion to support these priorities, of which the UK contributed nearly £170 million in May, and a further £50 million in September.
For the past decade, Somlia has been an axis of violent conflict, the impulsive political instability prevented the country from winning the war on poverty. According to the Security Council Report on Somalia (2015), On 22nd November 2014, Al-Shabaab killed 28 non-Muslims (19 men and nine women) in
an attack on a bus in north eastern Kenya. On 2 December, the group killed 36 workers at a quarry in
the same border region. Al-Shabaab claimed the attacks were in retaliation for raids on mosques by Kenyan authorities. The Kenyan military has responded with airstrikes on the group in Somalia. On 3 December, Al-Shabaab attacked a UN convoy in Mogadishu, which resulted in several deaths among people
nearby. On 5 December, more than 15 civilians were killed in another attack by the group in Baidoa. The
Council issued press statements strongly condemning the terrorist attacks in Kenya on 22 November and
in Mogadishu on 3 December.
In his overview published for the Washington Institute for Near East Policy, Andre Le Sage (2015), assistant professor and academic chair for counter-terrorism at the Africa Center for Strategic Studies, a regional center of the U.S. Department of Defense, located at the National Defense University in Washington, D.C wrote that, the insurgency in Somalia is seemingly widespread, its strength should not be overestimated. Hizb al-Islamiyah and Harakat al-Shabab are beset by limited public support, limited fighting
power, political infighting, and the constant need to negotiate access to new funds.
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Given the poor performance of the TFG in developing integrated political, security, and development capabilities, however, even a weak and divided insurgency can continue to plague Somalis for many years to
come.
Al-Shabaab was formed in 2006 by somalian youth, the name "al-Shabaab" means ‘the youth’ in Arabic –
who were the armed militia for the Islamic Courts Union, Somalia’s one-time rulers, it has been fighting
the country’s Western-backed government and its allies in a war to impose a strict interpretation of Islamic law. The Islamists lost key sea ports at Barawe and Kismayo, through which they earned more than
£1.5 million a month to buy weapons and pay fighters by controlling the export of charcoal to the Gulf
and the import of untaxed sugar to smuggle to east Africa (The Telegraph: 2015).
Like South-sudan, Somalia is also faced with internal political crisis between the various organs of government. On 2 November 2014, Special Representative Nicholas Kay issued a statement expressing concern
that some parliamentarians were being offered cash to support a potential no-confidence motion against
Prime Minister Ahmed.
On 6 November, 140 members of parliament submitted a motion expressing no confidence in the prime
minister. Following several attempts to table the motion that were blocked by the prime minister’s supporters, the no-confidence motion passed on 6 December with 153 members in favour, eighty members
against, and two members abstaining. Ahmed accepted the vote and resigned. On 10 December, Council
members issued a press statement taking note of the no-confidence vote and welcoming the resolution of
the crisis through proper parliamentary channels. On 17 December, President Mohamud nominated
Omar Abdirashid Al Sharmarke, Somalia’s ambassador to the US (and prime minister in 2009-2010), as
the new prime minister.
"Political power in Somalia has long been widely distributed-almost pluralistic. Indeed there is no real authority that
can control or sanction what anyone does. Society is divided into deeply antagonistic clans that cannot dominate
one another. The power of one clan is constrained only by the guns of another. This distribution of power leads not
to inclusive institutions but to chaos, and the root of it is the Somali state's lack of any kind of political centralization, or state centralization, and its inability to enforce even the minimal amount of law and order to support economic activity, trade, or even the basic security of its citizens"
Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson (2013) Why Nations Fail:
The Origins of Power, Prosperity and Poverty

The humanitarian situation in Somalia is in a bad shape risking another famine. After draught conditions
earlier in the year 2014, southern Somalia has had severe floods, further exacerbating food insecurity.
More than one million people are in urgent need of humanitarian assistance, which represents a 20 percent increase within the last six months, and another two million people face threats to their food security. According to the Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA),
Somalia currently has the largest humanitarian funding gap (measured in terms of contributions as a percentage of the consolidated appeal) within the last six years. As of 21 November, contributions were 39
percent ($365 million out of $933 million) of the request for 2014.
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Reports from the UN Assistance Mission in Somalia (UNSOM) shows that, there have been 763 documented violations perpetrated against children in Somalia since June including abduction, recruitment, killings, and maiming. 206,000 children under five suffer from acute malnutrition. Over one third of reported
rape cases involve victims who are children.
There are no good record-keeping systems in place in Somalia to establishing age, and therefore whether
or not an individual is a child, can be extremely difficult. In February, 2014 a woman alleging rape by government soldiers and the journalist who interviewed her were both arrested and sentenced to a year in
prison, before being acquitted.
The political atmosphere in contemporary Somalia is a clear indication that the center can no longer hold
(See Security Council Report on Somalia: 2015, Corporate Report on Somalia by UK.GOV: 2015).

The Scarcity of Happiness in Burundi and Central Africa Republic
BURUNDI
Located at the heart of the African Great Lakes region, Burundi has
weathered more than a decade of violence and troubles. Conflict has
contributed to widespread poverty. Burundi ranks in 167th place
among 177 countries on the 2007 UN Human Development Index,
and seven out of ten Burundians live below the poverty line. Per capita gross national income (GNI) in 2007 was US$100, less than half of
pre-war levels.
The country is now starting to rebuild itself after emerging from recurrent conflict and ethnic and political
rivalry. Between 1993 and 2000, an estimated 300,000 civilians were killed and 1.2 million people fled
from their homes to live in refugee camps or in exile. During that period, life expectancy declined from
51 to 44 years, the poverty rate doubled from 33 to 67 per cent and economic recession pushed GDP
per capita down from US$142 to US$103.
The majority of the academic work on civil war is conducted by political scientists. This reflects a presumption that it is at root driven by the grievance of political exclusion (Collier, Dominic and Hofla:
2008). In August 2000, 19 political parties signed a peace agreement in Arusha, Tanzania. Since then, Burundi has been on a difficult but promising journey towards peace. In April 2009, the sole remaining rebel
group laid down its arms. Municipal, presidential, senate and parliamentary elections were held in 2010
for the second time, although they were not recognised by the opposition.
" Poor countries are poor because those who have power make choices that create poverty. They get it wrong not
by mistake or ignorance but on purpose. To understand this, you have to go beyond economics and expert advice
on the best thing to do and, instead, study how decisions actually get made, who gets to make them, and why
those people decide to do what they do"
Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson (2013) Why Nations Fail:
The Origins of Power, Prosperity and Poverty

SPECULUM UNIVERSALIS | CNRJ-International Special Edition on Development Studies| www.cnrj.org | October 2015 |21

SPECULUM UNIVERSALIS
CENTRAL AFRICA
REPUBLIC (CAR)
Post-colonial Africa has been characterized by a mode of governance
that is a fusion of dictatorship veiled in traditional hereditary systems
where incumbent political leaders treat their polities as personal fiefdoms. The coup by the Seleka rebel coalition in March 2013 that
ended François Bozizé’s decade-old rule plunged the Central African
Republic into a new and dangerous crisis.
In response, the Economic Community of Central African States
(ECCAS) and other partners of the Central African Republic (CAR)
offered an all-too-common compromise, a de facto recognition of the new power and a transition framework under international supervision.
According to the UNHCR Global Appeal (2015) Financial requirements for UNHCR's CAR operation
have increased significantly since 2011, due to the influx of Congolese refugees and the significant growth
of the internally displaced population since the end of 2013. The 2010 budget of USD 18.9 million gradually increased to reach USD 26.6 million in 2013.
The recent conflict and response to the needs of those internally displaced saw an increase in the initial
ExCom-approved budget for 2014: the requirements reached USD 73 million by June 2014. The 2015 financial requirements have been set at $51.4 million, but may require revision during the course of the
year. Without more international support for relief and development, wrote Jan Egeland (2015) Secretary
General of the Norwegian Refugee Council, peace initiatives are likely to fail - and the cycles of violence
may well continue. The glimmer of hope must not be short-lived.

Zimbabwe:The Failure of National Identity
It was January 2000 in Harare, Zimbabwe. Master of Ceremonies Fallot
Chawawa was in charge of drawing the winning ticket for the national lottery organized by a partly state-owned bank, the Zimbabwe Banking Corporation (Zimbank). The lottery was open to all clients who had kept five thousand or more Zimbabwe dollars in their accounts during December 1999.
When Chawawa drew the ticket, he was dumfounded. As the public statement of Zimbank put it, "Master of Ceremonies Fallot Chawawa could hardly believe his eyes when the ticket
drawn for the Z$100,000 prize was handed to him and he saw His Excellency RG Mugabe written on it". President Mugabe .....had won the lottery, which was worth a hundred thousand Zimbabwe dollars, about five times the
annual per capita income of the country. Zimbank claimed that Mr. Mugabe's name had been drawn
from among thousands of eligible customers...... One could called this corruption, but it is just a symptom
of the institutional malaise in Zimbabwe. The fact that Mugabe could even win the lottery if he wanted
showed how much control he had over matters in Zimbabwe, and gave the world a glimpse of the
extent of the country's extractive institutions.
Source: Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson (2013) Why Nations Fail: The Origins of
Power, Prosperity and Poverty. p. 368.
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Source: Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson (2013) Why Nations Fail: The Origins of
Power, Prosperity and Poverty. p. 368.
The fortunes of Zimbabwe have for almost three decades been tied to President Robert Mugabe, the proindependence campaigner who wrested control from a small white community and became the country's
first black leader. Until the 2008 parliamentary elections, Zimbabwe was effectively a one-party state,
ruled over by Mr. Mugabe's Zanu-PF. Its country membership was suspended from the Commonwealth in
2002 after Mugabe was re-elected. In 2011, 72.3% of all Zimbabweans were considered poor, whilst
62.6% of the households in Zimbabwe are deemed poor. Poverty is more prevalent in rural areas compared to urban areas with about 76% of the rural households considered poor compared to 38.2% of urban households. Zimbabwe was once one of the wealthiest countries in Africa. But today its people face constant need. Many children don’t go to school because their parents can’t afford the
fees. Those that do often fall asleep because they’re weakened by malnutrition. (BBC News: 2015,
UN-Zimbabwe:2015, SavetheChildren Zimbabwe: 2015)
During 2000-2010, Zimbabwe had fewer than two doctors for every 10,000 people according to the
World Health Organization (WHO). A recent report has also highlighted that around 80% of posts for
midwives remain vacant in the public sector. One million children have lost either one or both parents to
the HIV/AIDS epidemic. And the United Nations Children's Agency (UNICEF) estimates another 400,000
have lost parents due to other causes.
Around one million people aged 15 or above (just over 14% of the adult population) are infected with
HIV/AIDS and life expectancy in Zimbabwe fell to just 49 years in 2009. In 2009, over 760,000 cases of
malaria were recorded according to the World Health Organization. Diseases resulting from poor sanitation are also a serious health issue; for example, Zimbabwe suffers from regular outbreaks of cholera.
Approximately 5.1 million require food assistance. In 2003, 58 percent of households in Zimbabwe consumed less than 3 meals per day. Feminization of poverty as depicted by higher prevalence of poverty
among female-headed households at 68 percent TCPL in 2003. In relation to poverty trends, the 2007
MDG Mid-Term Progress Report showed that poor urban households increased from 45% in 1995 to
about 61% in 2003, with the number of poor rural households increasing from 57% to 71% during the
same period. In addition to the effects of the worsened macro-economic situation in the last decade urban poverty was also directly affected by a rapidly shrinking manufacturing sector.
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Securocrats and Post-Conflict Economic Reconstruction
The study of security forces in Africa is traditionally the field of “securocrats”: specialists on questions of
armament; the composition, professionalism, and training ofthe armed forces; etc.(Mehler: 2009)]. There
is no hard and fast dividing line between ‘war’ and ‘peace’ in the modern world. The profitability of war
encourages many belligerents to break peace agreements, which also fail because of the low credibility of
the signatories—Angola is a case in point . Thus when we write of ‘reconstruction’, or label a country as
‘post-conflict’, we must keep in mind the instability of many countries recovering from war, a characteristic that can profoundly affect economic policy.
During civil war governments typically resort to inflation to raise revenue. War is expensive and so has
powerful economic consequences. Civil war, which is now far the most common form of war, is particularly damaging, reducing income, increasing capital flight, and diverting activity into subsistence. All these
effects can be expected to reduce the demand for money. The resulting decline in seigniorage collides
with increased government fiscal needs, both effects tending to raise inflation. (Collier and Davies: 2007).
Not only is economic recovery important in an absolute sense for risk reduction, it also looks important
relative to the other strategies available to a post-conflict government. (Collier: 2007) A likely economic
legacy of war is thus a deterioration in the trade-off between seigniorage and inflation. Just as the postwar government faces a hard choice between continued military spending and the reconstruction of infrastructure, so in the monetary sphere, it faces a choice between continued inflation and the
‘reconstruction’ of monetary variables. (Collier and Davies: 2007)
On the economic consequences of post-conflict reform, Paul Collier (2006) in his, 'Post-conflict Economic Recovery', argued on thesame line that, Government expenditure gets diverted away from economic services into the military. Private economic actors shift their capital abroad. The government resorts to debt accumulation in order to finance the need for military spending and more generally sacrifices future gains from good economic policies to snatch short term gains from policy deterioration. Because of increased uncertainty time horizons shorten, reducing the value of reputation. This, combined
with the decline in policing, encourages opportunism and predation. In response to all these developments, people shift their economic activities into subsistence, which is less reliant upon other parts of the
economy.
Conﬂict and fragility impede efforts to reduce poverty and the prevention of conﬂict through development is cheaper than dealing with the aftermath of conﬂict. conflicts belong to extrasystemic wars which
occur between a state and a non-state group outside its own territory such as colonial and imperial wars
(Demukaj, 2011). When violent conﬂict breaks out, development is derailed and conﬂict is development
in reverse. Conﬂicts not only cause a contraction of output, they also destroy infrastructure. Financial and
human capital tends to leave countries, but to quantify the phenomenon is hard without a counterfactual
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Africa experienced 978 attacks in 2011, an 11.5% increase over 2010 (FATF, OECD and GIABA: 2013).
The success or failure of state-building initiatives helps determine the extent to which the host country
provides the right ‘enabling environment’ for business (Bray: 2005). Unstable polities cannot, or will not,
reliably protect investors (Roe and Siegel: 2011). The capacity of sub-regional institutions to prevent,
manage and resolve conflicts should be strengthened, but national reconstruction in the aftermath of conflict prompted by state weakness, corruption, severe social inequity and deep ethnic or religious divisions
demands political will and substantial resources to translate damage control into long-term solutions.
(World Economic Forum: 2008)
Educational and psychological value re-orientation, if taken very serious as a process in post-conflict reconstruction especially when the youth are given a new prospect for a change in the state of affairs in africa, the result will yield a soft power that will gladly take aways arms and lethal weapons from the hands
of youth-led rebel groups and replace it with a manifesto for the new africa they desire.
In Coup Traps : Why Does Africa Have Many Coups d'Etat ? Collier, et al (2005) noted that, grievances based on the exclusion of some section of society from power and its fruits are more likely to motivate rebellion than a coup. the government is pursuing policies of sectional redistribution, these are
likely to favor the group that is dominant in the army, so that the very policies that might increase the risk
of rebellion might be expected to reduce the risk of a coup.
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BORROWED PROSPERITY: HOW SOME POOR COUNTRIES ACCUMULATE HEAVY DEBT AND WHY THEY CAN'T PAY BACK
All in the Name of Economic Stabilization
Economic stabilization is only effective when the country under crisis is able to learn from past policy
flaws and reform bad habits especially among politicians and those forces controling the market economy.
Ethnic and civil conflict do not allow economic stabilization yield a positive result. The afternath of such
debilitating upheavals distorts the stability of the political economy, the government need to borrow just
to safeguard ungoing stabilization initiative.
According to the IMF, wrote Richard Walker (2014), in 2009 the whole of Sub-Saharan Africa raised less
than $5 billion through bond issues, including both private and sovereign bonds. By 2013 that had grown
to $14 billion, and the 2014 total will be around $20 billion. Africa’s total debt-to-gdp ratio, which had
fallen to less than 30% by 2008 (thanks to debt forgiveness as well as booming commodity prices), remains low, because GDP has been growing fast.
But in some countries debt is now heading back up towards 70% of GDP or beyond. One of the bigger
worry for Africa is the nature of private lending. If governments get into trouble and need to reschedule
their debts or borrow more even while they pay less, official lenders typically oblige. Private lenders are
less forgiving.

The Capacity to Borrow and the Incapacity to Pay
African borrowing binge, began in 2007 and has been driven by investors’ hunger for yield in the postcrisis economy, looks likely to carry on until interest rates and investment returns in the rest of the
world start to normalise.
When that happens, Africa’s lenders may reflect on how history repeats itself—especially in a place with
cyclical, resource-dependent economies—even if it is with a twist. The continent has been deep in debt
before, and is in danger of a rerun.
Africa has the fastest-growing continental economy on the planet and the thing that has been growing
fastest of all is debt—personal, corporate and government.
In 2015 Africa and its boosters will start to worry that the debt boom is getting out of hand. Sovereign
bonds issued by some of the world’s most far-out “frontier” economies, often denominated in local currencies, are snapped up by hungry investors from Omaha to Zurich.
In Ethnic Fractionalization, Governance, and Loan Defaults in Africa (2015), a publication for Center
for the Studies of Africa Economies (CSAE), the authors, Svetlana Adrianova, Badi H. Baltagia,
Panicos Demetriadesa, and David Fielding, collectively held that, Lack of trust between different
ethnic groups is likely to generate high inter-ethnic transactions costs, which will lead to a high level of
market segmentation
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In 2014 countries like Senegal, Côte d’Ivoire (less than five years after a government-debt default) and
Zambia placed bonds worth as much as $1 billion, with all the issues over-subscribed. Kenya’s recordbreaking sale of $2 billion in debt was over-subscribed four times over.
The most commonly cited channel by which large debt is thought to hinder growth is the so-called "debt
overhang." This overhang is thought to exist when a country's high debt burden dampens the incentive to
invest because investors expect that future taxes on returns to capital will be imposed to service the
debt.
In particular, expectations of distortionary measures to service the debt, such as currency devaluations or
inflationary policy, may especially discourage investment. The development process itself is at risk in many
borrowing countries, in some of which it will fail; loans to such countries, however, soft, cannot be repaid
without imposing further hardship.
Development lenders could switch from uniformly soft loans to contingent terms, varying from no repayment if development fails to IBRD-terms in case of high success. However, this is unlikely greatly to augment development finance resources.
It may be just as well to formalize existing mechanisms for debt cancellation. Most high-debt countries
face capacity constraints in public administration and budget management. Many of these countries struggle even to provide basic public services. (Walker, R. 2014, Moss. T.J and Chiang, 2003, Baneth. J, 2003).
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When Winning All Became Impossible:The Game Theory of Human
Development Index (HDI)
Development is an all-encompassing phenomena. One will expect a country to be called developed when
the average per-capita income is more than $20,000, but we will have a different picture if, despite an attractive per-capita income, the people of this country do not have good roads, effective medical facilities,
a bouyant social economy, national security, educational and all other infrastructure that support a meaningful well-being of the populace. Africa is still poor because their is a disconnect between the various indicators of development. For example, When the educational system is bad, no matter how 'big' the fund
a government injected to spur wealth creation and industrial innovation, the result will be half-baked.
Quality education is a corner-stone to industrial boom. When the level of unemployment among the
youth is high; it incures special security expenditure, because the propensity of violent erruption of civil
conflict is always inevitable. The youth easily became a viable tool for political violence and trans-national
terrorism.
"Economic growth is not just a process of more and better machines, and more and better educated people, but
also a transformative and destabilizing process associated with widespread creative destruction. Growth thus
moves forward only if not blocked by the economic losers who anticipate that their economic previleges will be lost
and by the political losers who fear that their political power will be eroded"
Daron Acemoglu and James A. Robinson (2013) Why Nations Fail: The Origins of Power, Prosperity and Poverty

Before the late Nigeria President Umar Yara'dua's Amnesty Programme for Niger-Delta Militia, a lot of
humanitarian victimization and oil theft where perpetrated, vandalization of oil piplines and onshore insfratsructural installations was prevalent in the geo-political region (See Saidu A.Enagi (2012) Youth and
Political Violence in a Rentier Economy. First National Conference on Political Violence, Gombe
State University).
The repercussion of this act has a dual effect; one, with oil contributing more than 60% of the GDP, such
attacks affects the fecundity status of the economy.
For example the Nigeria Extractive Industries Transparency Initiative (NEITI) published in its late edition
of the OpenAudit (2013) that, Nigeria losses $12billion annually to oil theft. Two, the government need
to make another certain financial commitment to restore the delapidated site. It is not wether the government has enough liquidity to execute the infrastructural re-installation or not, but its about the pain of
remaining in the vicious circle of development. Assuming the attack wasn't carried out, the funds will be
use to provide free drugs for HIV/AIDS victims, or free malaria medication for under-aged children orphaned by conflict and civil war. The incessant and fatal confrontation between the government and those
aggrieved interest group(s), the lack of cordination between factors of production, the failure of the state
to come up with effective policies and implement them within the time frame slated for implementation,
all cluster together to make development and positive change impossible.
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You can't have a sustainable healthcare system when the public environment is dirty and slums everywhere, the government will not have a stable and efficient electricity supply without a good urban and regional planning. The government will not have a good educational system when the remuneration package
for teachers is poor. There cannot be an effective national security system when the youth cannot find
job with a decent wage or salary.
Financing development deficit is a serious challenge to African leaders, all the sectors that form the kernel
of development in most cases needed immediate attention and a poor prioritization will undermine the
entire strategy. You don't lead a government with a set of agenda as a key focus of your administration,
when a country is under conflict and acute poverty, stabilization here mean, all sectors are strategic to
the development process.
The game theory of human development index is a zero-sum game situation most African leaders faces
when planning the political economy for development. Leaders of countries under political conflict in
most cases find it difficult to include all the sectors that form the kernel of human development index
when implementing the development action plan. A government will succeed in making a visible impact in
its education, civil service and health sector, but will fail woefully in the agricultural sector, national security and infrastructure. Or a recombination of the aforementioned.
For example, the administration of former Nigeria President Goodluck Jonathan, recorded a positive success in the educational sector, agriculture, banking reform (under Sanusi Lamido's Central Bank governorship), Nigeria also recorded a remarkable impact in international human resources sector, when three
notable cabinet members curve a niche for the administration.
They are; Petroleum Minister, Mrs. Diezani Alison Madueke, who became the first female President of
Organization for Petroluem Exporting Countries (OPEC), She also became the President for Gas Exporting Countries Forum (GECF). The other person is the Minister of State for Health, Dr. Mohammed Ali
Pate, who in 2013 resigned and took an appointement as consultant and Professorial chair at Duke University's Global Health Institute, North-Carolina. The position would see him serve as Senior Adviser to
the Seattle-based Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. The Minister of Agriculture, Dr. Adesina Adewumi
also became the President of Africa Development Bank (AfDB).
At the Sydney international conference of the Extractive Industries Transparency
Intiative (EITI), Nigeria won the Best Implementing Country. All these are landmark achievement of the Goodluck/ Sambo political dispensation under the People's Democratic Party (PDP). But the duo President Goodluck Jonathan and his
Vice President Arc. Mohammed Namadi Sambo failed in their second term reelection.
Adewumi Adesina, Ph.D, President Africa
Development Bank (AfDB)
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The most fundamental factor that led to their failure is the chronic nature of the state of insecurity in the
country, the Boko Haram insurgency was a national mayhem that left the entire populace in a state of
fear, hopelessness and unending grief.
In the 2015 Nigeria general election, the electorate maintained deaf-ears to the massive campaign and media jingles sponsored by Jonathan presidential campaign teams, notable among them are- Transformation
Ambassadors (TAN), Goodluck-Support-Group (GSG), and several Non-Governmental Organizations
(NGOs) that later join the campaign movement, some of this NGOs are officially registered with the
Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC), while some that do not have the CAC registration number collapse to form a coalition with 'big 'names' in the campaign tussel like the Goodluck-Support-Group.
At a particular point, the cabinet where somewhat hopeful about the changes a special publication will
make. The Senior Special Assistant to the President on Documentation, Planning and Research Strategy,
Dr. Oronto Doughlas, published a comprehensive compilation of sector by sector achievements of President Jonathan administration (see Slow and Steady Transformation (2013) by Oronto Doughlas). The
publication was expected to send a strategic message to the Nigeria citizenry, at home and in disapora,
about the leadership commitment of the Jonathan administration towards the actualization of its transformation agenda, but on the other side of the coin, The state of national insecurity and the failure of the
government to curtail the Boko Haram insurgency alone has scored the Jonathan administration 'failed'
before some electorates especially at the Northern and South-West region, the regions where the opposition party All Progressive Congress (APC) has an influential control over.
The influential control came after the party-political merger of key opposition parties, vis-a-viz, All Nigerian Peoples Party (ANPP) led by Ogbonnaya Onu, Action Congress of Nigeria (ACN) led by Chief Bisi
Akande, with much political control by the former governor of Lagos State, Ahmed Bola Tinubu, All Progressive Grand Alliance (APGA) led by Victor Umeh and Congress for Progressive Change (CPC) led by
veteran journalist and former Communication Minister during the Babangida military junta, Prince Tony
Momoh, but CPC was originally founded by Muhammadu Buhari (now President).
This complex situation faced by the Jonathan administration is an example of zero-sum game in managing the affairs of political development. "He failed here and win there". The administration spent close
to One trillion Naira (about $10billion) national security expenditure
in fighting the Boko Haram insurgency. If not for the insurgency, the
government could have use the funds to execute other projects that
will enchance the Human Development status of the populace. Not
only President Jonathan, many African leaders do encounter the same problem, where winning all became
an impossible task. From all ramification, its effect do not allow the polity to give a good fight in the ending poverty struggle.
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THE WORLD BANK/ UNODC STOLEN ASSETS RECOVERY (STAR)
INITIATIVE
The Stolen Assets Repatriation Plan
The Stolen Asset Recovery (StAR) Initiative was launched in September 2007 by the World Bank and the
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) to promote the ratification and implementation of
the United Nations Convention against Corruption (UNCAC), and specifically its chapter 5, which provides the first comprehensive and innovative framework for asset recovery. Many developing countries
have already sought to recover stolen assets. A number of successful high-profile cases with creative international cooperation have demonstrated that asset recovery is possible.
The 2011, 2012 and 2013 G8 presidencies responded to the demand for change from citizens across the
world for more accountability and integrity by committing to support political and judicial processes and
mechanisms of illicit asset recovery and against illicit financial flows.
Marshall Andrew (2013) of the Center for Global Development argued that, Three incentives drive the asset recovery agenda; a resource mobilization incentive; a law enforcement incentive; and moral
and reputational considerations, which encompass both the belief that
it is wrong for corrupt officials to benefit from stolen loot and the
concern that the reputations of those who fail to act will be tarnished.

Money laundering in Africa is rife. Because of the hugely cash based and often informal economies, criminals are able to move dirty money across borders, concealing its source and making it clean. As many African countries are rich in either oil or precious stones these commodities are frequently used to move
funds around the continent. Despite some constant typologies of money laundering, it is ever changing, as
criminals become more innovative, finding ways to blindside the regulators and law enforcement.(Norton
Rose fulbright, 2014, Africa Governance Institute, 2014).
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Global Social Development Research Council (GSDRC) Helpdesk Research Report: Money Laundering and Poverty Reduction (2009).
- 2 to 5 percent of global GDP which amounts to $800 billion to $2 trillion in current U.S. dollars, as an estimate
of the total funds involved in various illegal activities.
- $20 billion to $40 billion, an estimated stock of assets acquired by corrupt leaders of poor countries, mostly in
Africa, and stashed overseas. (2001 Nyanga Declaration).
- $500 billion in criminal activities, $20 billion to $40 billion in corrupt money, and $500 billion in tax evasion per
year (Baker and others 2003; Baker 2005).
- 25 percent of the GDP of African states lost to corruption every year, amounting to $148 billion (U4 AntiCorruption Resource Centre 2007).
Corruption leads to a cascading series of public governance issues, it increases the tax burden and reduces services for those affected, lessens the impact of developmental assistance and undermines the confidence in the government and political structures in the affected country.
It is no coincidence that the jurisdictions perceived to be the most corrupt are also the poorest, and that
there is a positive correlation between corruption and the risk of becoming a failed state. (Dembele,
2008, FATF, 2011,p11).
African States and other Developing countries lose between US$20 to US$40 billion each year through
bribery, misappropriation of funds, and other corrupt practices. The African Union estimates that $148
billion a year leaves the continent because of corruption. This represents a quarter of the continent’s
GDP (APPG, 2006). Much of the proceeds of corruption find “safe haven” in the world’s financial centers.
These criminal flows are a drain on social services and economic development programs, contributing to
the further impoverishment of the world’s poorest countries. The victims include children in need of education, patients in need of treatment, and all members of society who contribute their fair share and deserve assurance that public funds are being used to improve their lives. But corruption affects us all by
undermining confidence in governments, banks, and companies in both developed and developing economies.
"The corrupt money associated with bribes received by public ofﬁcials from developing and transition countries is
estimated to be $20 billion to $40 billion per year—a ﬁgure equivalent to 20–40 percent of ﬂows of ofﬁcial development assistance. The amount of stolen assets is of such a staggering magnitude that it has a devastating impact
on development. Stolen assets are difﬁcult, sometimes impossible, to trace if immediate action is not taken. When
stolen assets are moved through the international ﬁnancial system, they move almost instantly from jurisdiction to
jurisdiction, their provenance fading in a maze of electronic transfers, which shif it, hid[e] it, br[eak] it up into
manageable wads which [are]… withdrawn and re-deposited elsewhere obliterating the trail.”
Adrian Fozzard (2009) Cordinator, Stolen Asset Recovery Initiative (StAR)
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Between $1 trillion and $1.6 trillion is lost each year to various illegal activities. 5 Corrupt public ofﬁcials
in developing and transition countries loot as much as $40 billion each year, concealing these funds overseas where they are extremely difﬁcult to recover. This ﬁgure is equivalent to the annual GDP of the
world’s 12 poorest countries, where 240 million people live.
Illicit financial outflows also have adverse welfare and distributional consequences for the poor. In particular, they deepen income inequality as they primarily benefit the political elites and a fraction of the urban
population connected to the political establishment. The overwhelming majority of capital flight from SubSaharan Africa is held abroad in the form of liquid assets, and particularly in the form of bank deposits.
(Evans, 2014, Fofack and Ndikumana, 2008, Fofack, 2012, p30, Greenberg, Samuel, Grant and Gray, 2009,
p7, ).

A New Turning Point: Why Recovered Assets for HIPC Debt Crisis Alleviation
"Each person in the Third World owes about £250 to the West much more than a year's wage for many"
Jubilee Research (2000) A Silent War: The Devastating Impact of Debt on the Poor

The money stolen by corrupt regimes suffocates the national economy, when an irresponsible leader siphon the nation's treasury, the country goes bankrupt. Economic development will inevitably became difficult. You cannot implement or successfully engineer an economic reform with empty treasury. It is in the
character of African democracy,
A leader will borrow millions of dollars from international financial institution(s) in the name financing socio-economic development project, these corrupt leaders divert the funds into another
bank accounts abroad, it became personal wealth, living the country in a state of socio-economic
hardship and political chaos.
Those funds diverted abroad are funds that are supppose to be use to improve infrastructural facilities so
that the rural farmer can transport farm harvest to the desired destination. With such development, the
rural population can have access to portable water and prevent the 'epidemic'.
'That' child orphaned by HIV/AIDs can also have access to quality education and plan for a better future.
With adequate human resources at the local government administration level, the impact can give an effective auxillary support to the apex government in building strong institutions that will utilize the wealth
of the youth and make them active catalyst in national economic engineering.
In

a publication for Center for Global Development, Institute for International Economics, Washington

DC, William Easterly (2000) argued that, country that has gotten an "excessive" external debt may be
one with a high discount rate against the future, reflecting factors such as a profligate government, political instability or interest group polarization.
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The ruling elite in impoverished societies keeps itself in power in buying off potential rivals and rewarding
supporters, not to mention repressing opposition by force. All of this requires the state to mobilize resources, which it does by borrowing against the future as well as explicitly or implicitly taxing current
production at the cost of future growth. Given the elite does not feel secure, the future does not has a
strong voice in elite circle.
“People prefer to be put behind bars and keep their money than to stay free without the money.”
Former Mafia Don Gaspare Motolo (2007) cited in a research paper published by U4 and CHR-Mechelsen Institute

High debt can erode confidence in economic reforms and thus diminish the sustainability of what might be
an otherwise sound economic reform strategy. High debt can have indirect negative consequences on
governments in terms of public support insofar as debt is perceived to contribute to poor growth and
poor policies.
Countries that borrow too much – even on concessional IDA terms – can quickly find themselves facing
rapidly rising debt ratios that could threaten debt sustainability in the future.(Radelet and Chiang, 2003,
Moss and Chiang, 2003).
From 2006 to 2009, four OECD member countries reported the return of
corruption-related assets. More than half, 53%, was returned by Switzerland, and another large share, 44%, by the United States, while Australia
(with 3%) and the United Kingdom (with 1%) accounted for much smaller
returned amounts. Only three OECD countries had returned corruptionrelated assets between 2010 and 2012; the United Kingdom (45% of total
assets returned) followed by the United States (41%) and Switzerland
(14%).
We can rationally assume that if those money where not stolen in the first place by corrupt leaders, the
country will not go bankcrupt that it has to borrow to finance development.
We can inversely deduce here that, the debt was a lacuna created as a result of corruption and embezzlement. Therefore, the recovered assets should be use to amend breaking walls, so that the country can
have some level of liberty and integrity of doing business at the international market.
"All happy families, it has been said, are the same, while all unhappy families are different. Beyond poetic reasons,
one might say that happiness requires that N conditions be all satisfied; there is then only one such combination. If
unhappiness results from one or more of, say, five conditions being unsatisfied, then thirty-one different combinations all produce unhappiness"
Jean Baneth (2003) Some Determinants of Debt Service Sustainability in Low- Income Aid-Dependent Countries
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SUPPORTING THE POST-2015 DEVELOPMENT AGENDA
Africa generates more than US$520 billion annually from domestic taxes; has public pension fund assets
that are growing impressively; earns more than US$168 billion annually from minerals and mineral fuels;
and has more than US$400 billion in international reserves held by its Central/Reserve Banks. The continent’s Diaspora remittances climbed to US$40billion in 2012 and have the potential to raise up to US$10
billion annually through securitization. Stock Market Capitalisation in Africa rose from US$300 billion in
1996 to US$1.2 trillion in 2007. Banking revenues are estimated at about US$60 billion and there is high
liquidity in the banking sector. Some ten African countries today have established Sovereign Wealth and
Stabilization Funds. Africa’s Private Equity Market is worth about US$30 billion. (NEPAD-UNECA, 2014,
P9).
Africa is a hard-working continent with a positive optimism in the prosperity of its people. The problems
africa is facing today, socio-economic to be specific is not a black-hole, they are well-researched by both
domestic and international think tanks, politicians and policy makers. The approach to how this problems
can be resolved in order to stabilize both the economy and polity might be different, but the aims are thesame. However, Africa cannot step into the Post-2015 development agenda with an eye-soar debt profile.
It will still slow down the pace of the development process.
Political leaders must refine their commitment towards good governance practices, empower democratic
institutions so that they can play a vital role in stabilizing the economy for the well-being of the populace.
President Nkurunziza's third term electoral victory of July 2015 polls in Burundi and the humanitarian crisis that displaced more than a million do not show a positive sign that Burundi for example will not fall
back into a state of economic poverty and political despair the way it was before the MDG8 intervention.
World leaders expect a positive change in the Human Development Index of all targeted countries. But it
will be a thing of pathetic concern if Burundi's political crisis destroys and pooh-poohed all the efforts of
the MDGs. If Post-2015 intervention in Burundi or anywhere in Africa means starting all over again from
that state MDG8 started, then here we can rationally see one of the reasons why Africa is still poor.
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Uniting Against Poverty: How OFID Cooperation is Contributing to
Socio-economic Transformation in Africa
Africa is still poor because some nationalities and republics are tied down by the dependency syndrome,
they believe foreign aid is a sacred affair that was created to complete the meaning of humanity. They see
it as an incessant "deus ex machina" or beyond metaphysics, a divine intervention upon the children of
Adam. Because it is free and only entails fulfilling some bureaucratic and diplomatic formalities, some aidreceiving nations over-prioritizes the powers and possibilities of aid in public administration.
Today, any individual, Non-governmental organization (NGO), multi-national cooporation(s), governmental or non-governmental that is in the circle of giving out (foreign) aid especially to the Third World
nations, is a respected figure in the fora of international politics and development.
With the contemporary global poverty indices, politics is beginning to influence decisions and aid administration in africa. Those powerful organisations that for many decades have done excellently well and
where able to curve a reputable niche for themselves in the realm of international development; sometime do have their clean feet soaked in the murky waters of a zero sum-game that defines who get the big
or small aid when, where and how.
The politicization of aid can result to a conflict of forcast by those participating initiatives on the ending
poverty project. If not properly checked and managed, it will demoralize even the poorest nation(s) on
earth over the credibility and efficacy of the aid they receive.

Shadow Play: Prof. Jeffrey Sachs and the Story of Foriegn Aid in Ethiopia and
Ghana
Today's situation is a bit like the old Soviet worker's joke: "We pretend to work, and you pretend to pay
us!" Many poor cuntries today pretend to reform while rich countries pretend to help them, raising the
cynicism to a pretty high level. Many low-income countries go through the motions of reform doing little
in practice and expecting even less in return. The aid agencies, on their part, focus on projects as a symbolic rather than national scale, just big enough to make good headlines.
In 2002, United State Agency for International Development (USAID) proudly
trumpeted its West Africa Water Initiative, nothing that "a reliable supply of safe
water, along with adequate sanitation and hygiene, are on the frontline in the
combat against water-related disease and death." Fair enough, but what was
USAID's actual contribution? A pitiful $4.4 million over three years. If West Africa has a population of some 250 million over three years would be less than a
penny per year, enough perhaps to buy a Dixie cup, but probably not enough to
fill it with water!.
Prof. Jefferey Sachs, Special Advisor
to UN Secretary General and Director at The Earth Institute- Columbia
University, United States
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EHIOPIA
In 2003, Prime Minister Meles Zenawi and I cohosted an event in Addis Ababa to launch the Human Development Report in Ethiopia, one
of the world's poorest countries. The prime minister made a powerful
and insightful presentation about Ethiopia's potential to expand food
production, and thereby to overcome pervasive hunger. A question
came from the floor. "Mr. Prime Minister, we agree with you on the importance of agriculture, but what
about health care?" To my suprise, the prime minister responded, "I'm afraid that healthcare is going to
take more time. When will it be able to expand health care only later, once we are richer." Back in office,
I said that I did not agree with his answer, Ethiopia needs expanded health care now". He looked back at
me plaintively and agreed. But then he told me that IMF officials had recently told him, "There's no money
available for health."
A reasnable estimate, based on the work of the UN Millennium Project, is that Ethiopia needs about $70
per person per year in development assistance (or $5 billion in total for a seventy-million person economy) compared with the $14 per person per year it recieves today (or $1 billion in total). About half of
that sum would be devoted to the scaling up of public health. The balance would go to infrastructure and
raising rural productivity, especially in the food sector.
As soon as I returned to New York from Addis, I telephoned a senior IMF official. "Jeff, what are you
complaining about now?" The official said good-naturedly. I repeated the story and noted that Ethiopia
lived, in essence, without modern health care, enduring a life expectancy rate of forty-two years, child
mortality of 170 for every 1,000 born, a one-third chance of living to sixty-five years , one doctor for
every 30,000 people, and public spending on health of $2 per person per year. "So what do you want me
to do?" Said the official. "I want the IMF to support a major increase of public health spending in Ethiopia."
"But. Jeff there's no donor money for that." "The donor world is awfully rich," I retorted. "Jeff, the donors
are not offering to give more money to Ethiopia". "But then there's absolutely no way for Ethiopia to
meet the Millennium Development Goals." "You're right, those goals are unreachable." Exasperated, I said,
"Well, then, at least say that publicly- that Ethiopia will fail to meet the MDGs unless the donors give
more. The world needs to hear that. Perhaps that would get the donors to move".
We are stuck in a shadow play. In public, the IMF says how well things are going in Ethiopia; in private, it
recognizes that aid for Ethiopia is insufficient for the country to achieve the Millennium Development
Goals.... I believe that the senior IMF official was wrong; there is more money available for Ethiopia, but
only after we cut through the thicket of excuses and platitiudes about aid, some of which the IMF itself
propagates. In public, all of the standard reasons why aid to Ethiopia is at just the right level are marshalled; Ethiopia is doing fine (says the IMF-World Bank Staff Assesment), it has all the donor resources it
needs, it could not absorb any more, corruption and mismanagement would undermine greater assistance. This is the standard litany of excuses used to justify the status quo.... If we explain patiently and
honestly to the taxpayers in the rich world that more money is needed and can be well used it is much
more likely to become available.
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Making the Investment Needed to End Poverty: A Sectoral Analysis of OFID Development
Cooperation in Africa
GHANA
In 2002, under a poverty reductioon plan tagged, "The Ghana Poverty
Reduction Strategy (GPRS)", Ghana took seriously the Millennium
Development Goals and presented a strategy based on the investments that it would need to achieve the MDGs. The plan called for a
major scaling up of infrastructure, estimated to require donor aid of
around $8 billion over five-year period. The Ghana strategy was exceptionally well designed and argued, but the donors balked. The first
draft was rejected by the donors. The government cut back on its ambitions, and slashed the aid request
to just $6 billion over five years. The donors balked again. The plan was slashed again. By the end of this
excruciating process, the poverty reduction plan was funded around $2 billion for the five-year period.
When I was recently in Accra, Ghana, a very pleasant representative of the European Commission said to
me, "But Professor Sachs, the original plan was simply not realistic." "What do you mean by realistic?" I
responded. "Do you mean that it was not reaalistic because the program was poorly designed, or do you
mean that it was not realistic because the donors wouldn't foot the bill?" "Oh, I mean only the latter, Professor Sachs. The strategy was fine, but we couldn't come close to the $8 billion request." Realism, it
seems, is in the eye of the beholder. I would have thought that the original plan was realistic because it
aimed to accomplish the very goals that the world have endorsed.
The final plan seemed unrealistic to me, because it can no longer achieve the MDGs. The donors evidently, mean something else about realism. For the donors, realism meant convenience, and specifically
shoehorning Ghana's financial needs into the tight fit of an insufficient aid package.
SOURCE: Jeffrey D. Sachs (2005) The End of Poverty: How We Can Make it Happen In Our Lifetime. Penguin
Books, New York.

Making The Investment Needed to End Poverty: A Sectoral Analysis of OFID Development Cooperation
In Africa. According to Sachs (2005) the extreme poor lack six major kinds of capital:
* Human capital: health, nutrition and skills needed for each person to be economically productive.
* Business capital: the machinery, facilities, motorized transport used in agriculture, industry, and services.
* Infrastructure: roads, power, water and sanitation, airport and seaports, and telecommunications systems, that are critical inputs into business productivity
* Natural capital: arable land, healthy soils, biodiversity, and well-functioning ecosystems that provide the
enviromental services needed by human society
* Public institutional capital: the commercial law, judicial systems, government services and policing that
underpin the peaceful and prosperous division of labor.
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* Knowledge capital: the scientific and technological know-how that raises productivity in business output
and the promotion of physical and natural capital.
OPEC Fund for international develoment (OFID) over the past four decades have focus its commitment
to the key sectors that played a fundamental role in adding value to the life of the many poor around the
world. The forces poverty and dangerous inequality has not able to upset the unity between OFID and
the global poor.

HE. Abdul-Wahab A. Al-Bader, OFID
Governing Board Chairman

The African continent, home to 34 of the world’s Least Developed
Countries, has always been a priority for OFID. Collectively, 49 partner coun- tries in the region have received US$7.4bn, or close to one
half of OFID’s total, cumulative approvals. These funds have helped to
promote social and economic development and integration, fight hunger and disease, build institutional and human capacity, and generally
secure a better quality of life for millions of Africans (OFID,2013).

The cumulative Assistance to Africa by mechanism (2013)
(1)

Public Sector Operations.......... US$5,224.2bn / (2) Private Sector Operations......... US$761.5m

(3) Trade Finance Operations........ US$1,212.3bn / (4) Grant Operations....................... US$175.3m
Public Sector Project Portfolio Dissection: A Focus on Some Transportation-Energy-Water Sector Operations. Sectoral Distribution to Africa (2013 Cumulative)
(1) Transportation... US$ 1,416.2bn / (2) Energy....... US$ 1,696bn
(3) Water Supply and Sanitation.. US$ 335.4m

Some sectoral analysis of OFID Projects Operation in Africa
The health and living standard of approximately 2.2million people was improve by providing access to
safe drinking water and sanitation in impoverished areas in and around the capital Ouagadougou, Burkina
Faso. The ZIGA-PHASE 2 project was Co-financed by other international development agencies with a
total cost of $209.15million.
Another one million inhabitant benefited from the Koudougou-Dedougou Road Project, This 130 kmlong road runs through the western provinces of Boulkiemdé, Sanguié and Mohoun. These provinces have
enormous potential for the production of food and cash crops, the transport of produce is difficult, as the
earth-surfaced road has deteriorated and becomes easily flooded. project will address this issue by paving
the stretch and building drainage works.
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Some 35 km of earth access roads linking schools, health centers and other social services will also be
constructed. After completion, the beneficiary population will be able to enjoy better incomes and improved food security.
Originally built in the 1960s, the 110-km long Ouagadougou– Kongoussi route before the 2007 OFID intervention is in poor condition and is often impassable during the rainy season. This situation isolates numerous villages, thus perpetuating poverty across the entire area. Under the OFID project, the road was
upgraded to all-weather standard and equipped with bridges and drainage systems.
The road will enhance the transport of goods and services, especially agricultural produce, and improve
access to markets, schools and healthcare, boosting living standards for around 2.5 million people.
In 1993, through OFID intervention, water wells in over 1,000 villages in six Burkina Faso provinces were
cleaned and rehabilitated to help improve health conditions and water security for some 1.5 million people. Over 200 hand pumps were repaired/replaced, and 80 new tube wells drilled. The population also
learned water resource management practices and the dangers of drinking unsafe water.
Around 2.5 million people will have a better means of reaching health facilities, schools, market centers
and other important services. The Olama-Kribi road project (Bingambo-Grandzambi section) will pave a
204km earth road that joins the capital Yaounde to Kribi. It is an ongoing project that worth
US$83.5million, so far OFID has committed US$14million.
Over 187,000 people in Salamat, as well as surrounding communities, will benefit from cheaper transport
of agricultural goods and year-round access to social services.
Agriculture plays a key role in Chad's economy, providing livelihoods for over three-quarters of the population. Chad’s road network is vital for transporting agricultural goods, but much of the network is in
poor condition.
This situation is particularly acute in the isolated prefecture of Salamat, where the Am Timan-Haraze
Mangueigne road, a corridor that connects Salamat to markets and commercial centers in the capital city
N'Djamena, has become seriously deteriorated.
The project will pave a 162-km section of the road and install drainage works to prevent flooding. The
project worth US$5.4million and OFID invested US$4.8million.
150,000 peole will have accesss to clean drinking water in the city of Aboisso and its surrounding localities in Cote d'Ivoire. When completed, the amount of drinking water made available is expected to double - from an average of 20L to 50L per day. Approved in 2014, the Water Supply Project for Eastern Region of Cote d'Ivoire (Aboisso) cost US$9.8million and OFID invested US$8.5million.
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Executing agency: Office National de l'eau Potable (ONEP) is the project executing agency, while OFID
and Government of Cote d'Ivoire collectively financed the project.
200,000 people stand to benefit from the Tadjoura Port Expansion Project in Djibouti. Works will include
increasing the quay’s length by 50m to allow for the simultaneous berthing of two, 200m-long ships, modifying structures for unloading/loading bulk carriers and construction of conveyance equipment.
This is to enable Djibouti accommodate a higher volume of exports; in particular Ethiopian potash. This
will contribute to the development of the northern region, one of the poorest parts of the country.
At least 10,000 new household connections and 1,700 business connections will be installed in the Energy
Development and Access Expansion Project. The essence of the project is to expand the electricity grid
to cover disadvantaged areas in the Kanifing Municipality and rural settlements in the Western Kombo
Central Region in Gambia. So far OFID has invested US$6million in the ongoing project.
Over one million people will benefit from the upgrading the 45.5 km Gelemso-Michata gravel road to all - weather asphalt rehabilitation of one
bridge and construction of a new 20m-long. The upgraded road will help
facilitate the movement of important cash crops and enhance access to basic social services. The primary objective of the project is to promote economic development in the country through a more efficient transport system in the eastern region of Ethiopia. OFID invested US$23millionin the
ongoing project since approval in 2014.
Mr. Fuad Al-Bassam, Assistant
Director General, Public Sector
Operations Department of OFID

In 2006, OFID approved a $10 million loan to upgrade the 100 km-long
earth-surfaced Dundori–Olkalou– Njabini Road in Kenya. Although more
than three-quarters of the construction works have been completed, cost
overruns have occurred as a result of escalating prices for construction materials and fuel.
The loan will help cover this gap and enable the project to achieve its original goals; namely, to help boost
tourism and provide another link to Nairobi’s international airport and the port city of Mombasa. This
will, in turn, help facilitate the export of local produce and improve access to social services for the area’s
500,000-strong population.
The Towns Water Supply Project will help improve health and living standards in towns situated in the
north and south Lesotho, (Butha Buthe, Hlotse, Mohale's Hoek, Mafeteng and Qacha's Nek), populated by
120,000 people, through the provision of safe drinking water sources.
Co-financed by the Africa Development Bank, OFID has invested US$19million in the Three Towns Water Supply & Sanitation Project in Sierra Leone. This project will be implemented in the towns of Bo,
Kenema and Makeni, where less than 5% of the 496,000-strong population has access to safe water supplies owing to widespread damage and destruction to infrastructure from civil conflict.
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In Zambia, The National Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Program project will provide rural populations in the Western Province with sustainable water supplies through the rehabilitation and construction
of water points, boreholes and wells. The sanitation sector will be strengthened by the construction of
around 600 sanitation facilities in public institutions, such as schools, health centers and other public
places. OFID invested US$14million in the ongoing project.
The provision of a paved, all-weather stretch will facilitate the transport of inputs and agricultural goods
and improve the population’s access to social services.
400,000 inhabitants access to job was improved with the rehabilitation of 226-km stretch of unpaved road
to all-weather, bitumen standard, facilitating the transport of inputs and produce. The project will provide
a link between two isolated agricultural regions, Savalou and Djougou. Out of $42.6million total cost,
OFID invested $4,376.000.
Roads represent the predominant mode of transport in landlocked Botswana; however, only around
6,000 km of the 19,000 km network is paved. The project will carry out works upgrading around 827 km
of rural and semi-urban roads in the Southern District, while in Gaborone intersections will be widened
and a multi-level intersection built. In 2009 OFID invested $40million in the project, co-financed by the
Government of Bostwana and the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development (IBRD).
200,000 inhabitants in Cotonou city and adjacent commune Seme Kpodji benefited from a $3m investment project under the Ministry of Urbanism in Benin.
It is an ongoing project by status and was approved in 2014 specifically to halt erosion in the region.
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CONCLUSION
1- SUPPORTING STOLEN ASSETS RECOVERY INITIATIVE
With OFID support for the stolen assets recovery initiative, it will bolster the HIPC initiative of the
OPEC Fund. One of the achievements of the support will be:
It will demoralize potential leaders from mismanaging public funds at the detriment of the state. When
leaders knew that there are many "big eyes" vigilantly monitoring how they manage public
funds; it will come to the knowledge of any corrupt leader that, we are in an era where no
money or assets stolen will escape the powerful forces of repatriation. Again, no corrupt
leader will steal public funds and think he /she can go to any solvent international financial
institution to borrow so as to replace what the stolen funds was originally made for, with the
hope that some 'invisible hands' called international development agencies will payback the
debt in form of aid. It is not possible; the era of impunity is over.

2- GOOD GOVERNANCE TRANSFORMATION FUND (GOT-FUND):
The fundamental factor troubling the pace of development in Africa is leadership. A country can have all
the key ingredients to maintain a good pace on the paths of development, but when the leadership is corrupt, it will undermine the whole 'organism' which is a collective function of the development process.
For example, the political chaos in Burundi was as a result of over-centralization of the political power by
President Nkurunziza, he plays the pipper and dictates the tune of all the three arms of government, so
the powers to check-mate any imbalances or breach of separation of powers principles where still under
his control. The seat-tight syndrome gave the right-wing political class the impetus to manipulate the 2015
presidential election so that Nkurunziza will succeed at his third term bid. Without putting into consideration, the fate of Burundi as thousands of people flee there homes in search of peace and safety. The
conscience of democracy put the people first, because without the people there will not be a country.
'We' will be unfair to international development agencies as they continue to channel funds
to end poverty in Africa when they knew that the next democratic transition will disorganize the polity and rubbish all efforts and foriegn aid put in place to reduce socio-economic
hardship. The Good Governance Transformation Fund (GOT-Fund) is to support re-education of the
political class in various African countries on issues of strategic national development. The fund will create
a forum where key African leaders will meet and take proactive action on how to (specifically) consolidate and re-coordinate international development programmes in Africa to support national economic
stabilization.
Consolidation and re-coordination will also entails the security of international development
projects which is one of the key area world leaders need to put into collective consideration
for the sake of sustainable develoment. When international development project(s) are properly
implemented with special focus on quality and standard, the security of these projects is very vital in all
ramification. Because, this is what will allow any development or intervention have a meaningful application in the life of the people, similarly, on the well-being of the state as a political entity.
For example, common sense will tell us that, if OPEC-Fund should install an industrial sugar
production plant in a poor rural area with the aim of supporting wealth creation and economic emancipation. If after a year or two, political or ethnic conflict led to the destruction
of these industrial plant, the pathetic consequences is not only that the aim of the aid was
defeated; but also, what is called 'development' is lost.
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APPENDIX
Development Aid at a Glance
2.1. Oda to Africa-Summary
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2.2. Oda to Africa by donor and recipient
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2.3. Oda to Africa by Sector
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